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e Hawai'i Lodging & Tourism Association (HLTA) hosted the rst ever “Tourism Day at the
Capitol” on February 23rd from 10:00 am to 1:00 pm on the 4th oor of the State Capitol.

Tourism Day was a combination of education and advocacy, the two main missions of HLTA.
three main components of this event consisted of an educational seminar, a hospitality expo
a legislative meet and greet.

e morning opened up with an educational session highlighting the Hawai‘i Lodginrg & Tout
ism Association, the association’s legislative priorities, tourism today and building-a strong
ture for tourism. Guest speakers included Sen. English, as the Senate Tourism Vice-Chair
Hannemann, President & CEO, HLTA; Rick Egged, Waikiki Improvement Association;
Kelley, Outrigger Enterprises Group; Mark McGu e, International Union for Nature of Natur
and Principal Keith Hayashi, Waipahu High School.

“To ensure that the tourist industry in Hawai‘i remains vibrant,” notes Sen. English. “Integra
sustainability concepts and practices as well as Hawaiian culture into the tourism experienc
necessary.”

From 10:00 am to 1:00 pm the fourth oor foyer of the State Capitol was turned into a touris
expo, featuring exhibits by HLTA, hotels and other tourism businesses, non-pro t organizatic
and educational institutions. e day ended with a meet and greet held by HLTA, giving oL
government leaders and key industry stakeholders an opportunity to meet over lunch.

“I'm both dismayed and disappointed by Island Air's announcement to discontinue service
L na‘i,” said Sen. English, whose Senate District 7 includes L na‘i. “While | understand the |
cial challenges that played into the decision, my main concern is for the residents of L na'i v
depend on air travel for essential activities such as business and medical appointments. Si
cant steps are being made towards revitalizing L na‘i to become a prominent tourism destinat
and | hope this doesn’t deter from that progress. My hope is that reliable air service will conti
to L na'i and as Island Air works to stabilize its business, the company will reconsider resur
interisland ights to the island.”



